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Dear Volunteers, 
 

     The Sanibel Historical Museum and Village is on a roll. 

Thanks to everyoneôs dedication and enthusiasm, we have 

accomplished much since November. Our attendance is up 

over last year and our Gift Shop sales have soared, thanks 

to Paula Newton (our newest member on the Board of  

Directors) and the volunteers who work in the Old Bailey 

General Store. Our ñSanibel Then and Nowò style show, 

luncheon and auction fundraiser is still being discussed 

around the island as the ñbest afternoon event ever.ò Gayle 

Pence and her group of hard-working and talented ladies 

deserve all the credit. They did a tremendous job! 
 

     The Quilt Show has drawn numerous visitors. There are 

several new quilts on display this year. Quilt fanciers have 

been snapping lots of photos and collecting ideas for their 

own designs. The Museum continues to acquire interesting 

and lovely artifacts. We were recently gifted with a     

beautiful 1884 ladyôs summer dress from Baltimore and 

two very old dolls, one of which traveled with a young girl 

on an immigrant ship from Ireland. 
 

     I hope everyone is planning to attend our annual          

Volunteer Lunch at the Sanctuary on Tuesday, March 30th. 

Charlie McCullough and Ralph Woodring, who are 

neighbors on Woodring Point, will be our special guests. 

Charlie will talk about his love of photography and his  

documentation of South Florida and the Everglades over 

many decades. He and Ralph are Sanibel ñold timersò and 

will share some island stories. 
 

     As always, a big THANK YOU for all that you do for 

the Museum and Village! Youôre the best! 
       
 Sincerely, 
 

 Carol A. Zell  

 Manager, Sanibel Historical Museum and Village 

 
VOLUNTEER LUNCH  

    Tuesday, March 30th  
   The Sanctuary - 11:30 a.m.  

  Special Guests: Charles  

              McCullough and Ralph Woodring  
            
                             RSVP to Carol 472-4648 

 

     Thank you everyone for making our    

Fundraiser a success. The proceeds will go 

toward making our visitors more            

comfortable with the Museum and Village 

experience, by having electronic tour 

wands and perhaps inter -active video 

programs available for their use.  
 

     On another matter, the City has agreed 

to purchase the Sanibel Lighthouse and 

surrounding property (44.7 acres) for $447. 

Yes, that's $10 an acre. However much 

needs to be done with the structure and 

the surrounding land before we can even 

think about how it might fit into the        

Museum's long range plan. The City's   

Planning Department and the Historical 

Preservation Committee will be the initial 

key players in decisions made about the 

Lighthouse. We had our annual          

membership meeting on 2/23/10. Your 

new Board of Directors and Executive 

Committee will be: Alex Werner -President, 

Gayle Pence -Vice President, Bill Bachman -

Treasurer, Jan Halliday -Secretary, Mary 

McLaughlin, Paula Newton, Manfred 

Strobel Directors. Don't forget to sign up for 

our Docent/ Volunteer Appreciation 

Luncheon on 3/30.  

                                            Alex Werner 



     

                     

 

 

 

WHEELCHAIR NOW AVAIABLE AT THE VILLAGE  
 
The Village now has the use of a 
wheelchair for our handicapped 

guests, courtesy of our neighbors 
at F.I.S.H. The wheelchair is in 

the front bedroom of the Rutland 
House and has a cushion for 
comfort. If you loan the  

wheelchair to a guest, please 
make sure it is returned, along 

with the cushion.  

 

 

UPDATE FROM THE BAILEY STORE . . . 

 

The Village Gift Shop has had a very successful year to date,  and we are 

looking forward to the busy season coming up. We need everyone to sign up for 

docenting ñif there are only 2 people on a shift there is no one in the store to make 

sales. 

March in the shop will feature one of Sanibelõs lesser known charactersñour 

Sanibel pirate known as Caesar le Grande ñCaesar the Great. He and his crew 

were here in the early 1800s and he was a contemporary of Gasparilla. He was 

mentioned in Ellie Dormerõs òSea Shell Islandó and also in a book on pirates in our 

archives.  

We have a number of pirate themed items in the gift shop, from books to 

gold coins to games. These will be hidden throughout the village and children can 

go on a treasure hunt, ending in the store to claim a prize.  

If you missed the annual meeting last month you need to check out our    

exclusive offerings ñLuc Centuryõs lighthouse ornament, Gisela Damandlõs pine 

needle baskets and mini sailorsõ valentines by a couple from Texas--Jim and Rose 

Prestigiacomo. These are all true works of art and we are the only shop that has 

them.  A wonderful book of illustrated rhymes, òSandpilesó, is for children of all 

ages. If you donõt buy it here you will have to go to Boca Grande or the Keys. It is 

written and illustrated by a mother and son team, E.M. and Zachary Corsa from 

North Carolina. The illustrations are just wonderful.                                                                         
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SANIBEL ñTHEN AND NOWò FUNDRAISER IS THE  

TALK OF THE ISLAND!  
 

     Wow! Our ñStepping Back, 
Stepping Up & Stepping Outò 

fundraiser was a huge success!!! 

To date, we have raised  

$19,326.00. We only had 163  

tickets to sell. The rest was raised through generous underwriters, donations, our live auction 

donations and our silent auction donations. This all happened due to the most wonderful and 

hard working committee I have ever had the privilege of working with, plus a group of  

models that smiled and strutted their way into everyoneôs heart. We canôt thank our talented 

pianist, Allan Hall, enough for his fine luncheon and style show 

music.   

 
     Nanette Laurion lent her exemplary talent to writing 

and producing our style show. Our underwriting sponsors 

were: Baileyôs General Store & The Grog Shop, Mr. & 

Mrs. Jones, Dr. & Mrs. Edward Miller, Mr. & Mrs. Phillip 

Puschel, Sanibel Captiva Community Bank, Bank of the 

Islands, Mr. & Mrs. Richard Turney, VIP Realty Group 

and Mr. & Mrs. Larry Yenkole.  Our merchant sponsors 

were: Allegra. Marketing and Print of Fort Myers, 

Chicoôs, Eileen Fisher Boutique, Lily & Co., Inc., and 

The Lucky Dog. Our vendor sponsors were: Chicoôs, 

Lucky Dog, Kay Caspersen ï Spa & Boutique at 

Chadwicksôs Square, Pete Ingraham, CFP, Naples-

Morgan Stanley Smith Barney, Raku ceramic artist, 

JoAnne Bedient, Lily & Co., Inc., and Designer Marya 

Dabrowski and Floral Artistry. Our live auction donors were: Ralph & Jeanie Woodring, 

Sam Bailey, Rod & Gerry Verblaauw, Jaye   Boswell, Peter Zell and Lily & Co, Inc. Our 

silent auction donors were: Adventures in Paradise, Anisa Stewart, The Beach House 

Swimwear, Blue     Giraffe, Cedar Chest, Cheese Nook, The Dunes Golf & Tennis Club, 

Eileen Fisher, Her Sports Closet, Island Inn, Joan Emilius, Island Style Gallery, Lazy    

Flamingo, Lily & Co. Inc, Nannyôs Childrenôs Shoppe, Pandoraôs Box, Peach Republic, 

Sanibel Day Spa, Sanibel Island Bookshop, Toys Ahoy, Traders Store and Café, Twilight 

Café, West Wind Inn, Why Knot Sanibel and William E. Wilson goldsmith. Our fabulous 

models were Nancy McNeil, Blair Wyatt, Dorothy Donaldson, Jeanine Allen, Mary Buck, 

Judy Peters, Gail Garlinghouse, Isabella 

Rasi, Vera Valentino and Judy Yenkole. 

Thanks again to our outstanding fundraiser committee: Carol Brodersen, 

Adrienne Cross, Joan Emilius, Gail Garlinghouse, Deb Gleason, Elise 

Hall, Jan Halliday, Marianne Jardine, Barbara Jones, Nanette Laurion, 

Nancy McNeil, Dottie Miller, Roberta Puschel, Debbie Staley, Jean  

Turney, Gerry Verblaauw, Blair Wyatt, Judy Yenkole and Carol Zell.  

 
     The funds from this event will be used to purchase audio-visual 

equipment to enhance our visitorôs experience at the Village. Thanks to 

all of you who supported our fundraiser.     

                                                                       Gayle Pence   

      Chairman 

Beautiful Earrings 
from Lily and Co. Inc. 

Clare Phelan, Jan Berghoff, Sam 
Bailey and Marianne Jardine. 


