
     Thank you all for a great third year as a 

non -profit 501 (c)(3)corporation (even 

though we have 4 months left). So far we 

have hosted nearly 5,000 visitors. The  

February Style Show/Luncheon/Auction 

was a great success, and the $22,000  

generated will be used for audio/visual 

technology to enhance our visitorsõ     

experience at the Museum and Village.  
 

     The Sanibel Lighthouse will be turned 

over to the City on April 21st at 1:00 p.m. 

on the beach. At least that is what the 

City has told me. Don't forget 44.7 acres 

come with the Lighthouse, as well as a 

$275,000 bill to strip the structure of lead 

paint and re -paint it. The Historical        

Preservation Committee (of which I am a 

member) will be asked for recommenda-

tions to manage the structure and land. 

The Wildlife Refuge is part of the plan as 

well. So it does become complicated.  

But the Museum should have input and  

hopefully will be involved in the manage-

ment plan with the City and the HPC.  

                                                                         

     Don't forget MEMBERSHIP. We now have 

a solid revenue stream with visitors, thanks 

to our publicity team and the Chamber of 

Commerce. We also have a solid revenue 

stream from the store, thanks to Paula New-

ton and all the store docents. We have a 

good stream of income with Special Tours. 

Now we need to maintain and increase our 

Membership revenue. This is ALL our respon-

sibility. Re-join and get your friends and 

neighbors to come on board. If we get 

1,000 people to join at $25, that is more 

than what we have done in the past two 

years. God bless you all and think about our       

history. 
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The Talbot Family from  

Toronto, Canada visited the 

Historical Museum and Village 

this spring. Elizabeth and David 

played the Piratesô Treasure 

Game and were rewarded with 

ñbootyò from the treasure 

chest. 

By Alex Werner, President, Board of Directors 

What is that tree?  

Inquiring minds  

want to know!  

Itõs a Mangifera indica  L.         

Anacardiaceae  
 

In late March, visitors began to ask about the tree 

blooming on the left front corner of the Heritage 
Garden. Docent Marilee Kaufman pointed out that 

it is a mango tree in inflorescence. The yellowish 
or reddish flowers are borne in inflorescences 
which appear at branch terminals, in dense pani-

cles of  up to 2000 minute flowers. These flowers 
respire a volatile substance, causing allergic and 

respiratory problems for some people. Pollinators 
are flies, hoverflies, and rarely bees. Few of the 

flowers in each inflorescence are perfect, so most 
do not produce pollen and are incapable of pro-

ducing fruit. Still, it looks like the Village will have 
a bumper crop of mangoes later this summer!  



     The Village hosted an òold

-fashionedó get-together in 

March when three Museum 

docents, who just happened 

to be men, were given a 

chance to put on a program 

about Sanibel history from a 

òGentlemenõs Perspective.ó 

     Ted Hoesel, who hails from 

Illinois, has collected menõs 

vintage clothing for a number 

of years, picking up bits and 

pieces at flea markets and 

yard sales. He has managed 

to put together an Amish 

farmerõs outfit as well as an 

proper Edwardian gentlemanõs 

ògoing to townó suit. 

     Hal Thiess wore his Com-

modoreõs uniform as he im-

personated Sanibel Light 

vegetables. Itõs been a labor of love        

for Karl and a few helpers who have  

battled iguanas, pests, poor soil con-

ditions, and freezing temperatures to 

produce a garden that would be a 

source of pride for any home          

gardener.  

     Tomatoes, broccoli, radishes,  

garlic, potatoes, squash and peas   

are just a few of the vegetables being  

harvested. Visitors have been      

sampling tangerines and eyeing the 

ripening grapefruit. Karl thinks the 

garden will continue to produce as 

temperatures warm up. The cold  

winter weather had delayed the harvest, but the plants look good and the garden is thriving. 

And, it looks like we will be enjoying bananas and mangoes in the future. Karl trimmed the 

banana plants and they are sprouting new growth. All in all, a very successful planting season!  

     Docent and volunteer, Karl  

Rodman, looks pleased as visitors   

admire the Heritage Garden now 

filled with flowers, herbs and   

V i l l a g e  D o c e n t s  G i v e  V i s i t o r s   

a  G e n t l e m e n õ s  P e r s p e c t i v e   

P a g e  2  

T H E  C R O P S  A R E  I N  A T  T H E  H E R I T A G E  G A R D E N  

Ted Hoesel in his Edwardian 

gentlemanõs dress and Hal 

Thiess in his  Commodoreõs 

uniform. (Opposite) Ted    

models his late 19th century 

Amish farmerõs outfit. 

T h e  ô O l d õ  V i l l a g e  V o i c e 

Karl Rodman waters a newly 
planted area last November.  
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     And finally, the Villageõs 

poet laureate, Ray Buck, 

read a selection of his fa-

vorite poems about Sanibel 

and the Historical Village. 

Rayõs book, South of     
Providence , is on sale at  

the Village Gift Shop.  

Mission:  To Preserve and Share Sanibel History 


