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Sanibel Historical Museum and Village

SANIBEL RESIDENT, BARBARA VOCKEL, SHARES
SANIBEL HISTORY WITH MUSEUM DOCENTS

Barbara Somers Vockel, a 92 -year old Sanibel winter resident, recently visited the Historical
Village and shared her memories of the islands when she was 13 years old in 1932. Bill Bachman, one of
our docents who also serves on the Board of Directors, met Barbara awhile back while walking on the
beach in front of the Sandy Bend condominium she owns on West Gulf Drive. Bill invited Barbara to tour
the Museum and talk to the docents and public about early years
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on Sanibel.

Barbara was a young girl living in Pittsburg when Dot
Zeerup, a friend of Barbarads p®
winter on Sanibel as a companion to her 12 year old daughter,

Rena. They left a snowy, cold Pittsburgh in a new Buick
convertible. It took five days to drive down.

When they had crossed San Carlos Bay on the ferry and
landed at Ferry Landing, they discovered a sandy island with
very little vegetation. The white sand beaches on the Gulf were
to her like paradise, even though there was no water, electricity
or telephone in their beach cottage near The Matthews Hotel
(now the Island Inn). Drinking water was purchased in bottles
from Bail eyfds Gener al Stor e. | n
and a little oven that sat on top of a burner. Water for cooking
and bathing was pumped out of a cistern attached to the cottage.

they slept in iron beds with each of the four legs standing in a

container of water. This was so bugs could not crawl up into the beds. The family used the outhouse,
adjacent to the cottage. One could drive on a sandy beach road that ran along the Gulf from The
Matthews Hotel to the The Sisters (now Casa Ybel Resort). Sometimes Dot, Barbara and Rena would
take their meals at The Matthews. Hallie Matthews and her daughter, Charlotta, ran the hotel. The
Barracks, a large two -story, wooden building with guest rooms on both floors, had a large porch lined
with rocking chairs. Barbara says elderly Southern ladies would sit under the veranda and relate
fascinating stories about the Civil War and the 1920s hurricanes.

Sanibel was a true tropical paradise, abounding in birds, sea life and especially shells i great
mounds of shells. The roads were narrow sand and shell pathways. Barbara and Rena obtained a big,
galvanized tub which they set up as a saltwater aquarium with lots of live shells, small fish, skate eggs
and sea weed. Cuban fishermen would anchor their smacks off the Gulf and sometimes take a swim and
eat their lunch on the beach. Barbara remembers they were always smiling and friendly, even though
they only spoke Spanish.

Barbara and Rena attended the Sanibel School for a short time. The boys and girls outhouses in
the back were a new experience for the two city girls. They had brought their schoolbooks from home, so
Dot would spend some time each week oOhome school

(Continued on Page3)

Barbara remembers pumping out all kinds of interesting critters i  Bill Bachman welcomed Barbara Vockel to
lizards, worms, palmetto bugs, frogs, small turtles. Barbara recalls the Sanibel Historical Museum and Village

\\

\V

go

//



J/Pagez The o601 db ViIIa\g¥~

olt takes a Villagedé to run the Hij
have risen to the occasion time and time again. The Museum is blessed
I:’If‘qm to have between 60 and 85 volunteers helping out in many areas at

LV O HISTORICAL MUSEUM AND VILLAGE d|ffe|"ent tlmes Of the year-
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With a paid staff of only two, the Museum depends heavily on its docents to interpret and share island
history with visitors. Besides our corps of docents, there are an archives and display team, docent
training team, special tours docents, special events chairs and workers, the Village Fund Development
Committee, Board of Directors, Museum grounds and Heritage Garden volunteers, and Gift Shop
docents. Most of our volunteers not only are on duty at the Museum twice a month, but also spend
countless hours on a variety of special projects. Thanks to one and allfi you are the best!

NEW MARKERS IDENTIFY THE VARIETY OF TREES
AND PLANTS GROWING AT THE HISTORICAL VILLAGE

The Historical Village has been enhanced with new garden signs,
marking native and nemative plants and trees. Docent/volunteer, B
Maryann Czarnecki, worked with Jenny Evans from the SCCF Nati
Plant Nursery to identify species and then create the wpaibér
laminated signs.

Maryann lives yeaound on Sanibel and is a Master Gardener. She
volunteers at the Native Plant Nursery, helping to propagate-aot re
seedlings and young plants. g

The Museum is grateful to
: Jenny and her staff at SCCF
CabbagePalm g | for the use of their computer

Sabal palmetto

i o, and software program. Each

Great for wildlife

e meotfoce marker contains information
about the plant or tree and its il

[/i& Full sun to part shade

ey @ () habitat and growing condition

oOur wvisitors
are always fascinated with ou
native plant species, which ar
so different than what theyore
to learn a little bit about the Sanibel flora while they tour the Village

| earn about Sani bel hi story. o6 I
Maryann Czarnecki marks

a Village Live Oak.

REMINDER!
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on Wednesday, May 4th . The Village will then be open on Wednesday
through Saturday from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. This schedule will last until
Saturday, August 6th, at which time the Museum will be closed until
Wednesday, November 2nd.
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(Continued from Page 1)
worked because both girls were promoted at the end of the term.

One day, they ventured out to Wulfert Point where an old retired steamboat captain lived. Captain
Dinkin was dressed in a black suit and wore a string tie. His little wooden house, literally in the wilderness,
was next to a bayou. He brought out bacon and attached some to a long stick. Then he called out to the
alligators in a |loud obellow.éd About six big gators c
astonished at the sight. Of course, this was long before it became illegal to feed an alligator!

The Bailey Store on the bay supplied everyone with groceries and drinking water and had the only
telephone on the island. One day somebody had caught a big Jewfish (grouper) and strung it up in front of
the store. Barbara recalled the fish was as long as she was tall! The shore along the bay was alive with
fiddler crabs scurrying for shelter as the girls walked along looking for giant horse conchs stuck in the mud
flats.

In 1932, a Bank Holiday was declared because of the Depression. Dot must have been feeling a bit
strapped, as Barbara put it, because she gave the girls each a bamboo fishing pole, some bait and a bucket
and drove them to the Blind Pass Bridge. It only took a few minutes before each of their buckets was filled to
the brim with Sheepshead.

Dot had brought along a 15 year old girl to keep house and cook for them. The girl was fascinated
with shells and assembled a nice collection which she later donated to the Carnegie Museum in Pittsburgh.

Barbara returned many times to Sanibel. Her parents bought a cottage on West Gulf and, after she
married Dick Vockel in 1942, they settled in Granville, Ohio. In 1955, Vockels began to come down to Sanibel
during the winter months. Barbara continues to spend her winters on Sanibel and enjoys visiting with old
and new friends and walking her beloved stretch of beach on West Gulf Drive.

QUILT RAFFLE WINNERS: 02t 2 NFdzA & FA&KE | dz
Worthington of Brunswick, Maine was won by Janet Sand who was visiting from
Cobleskill, New York.

The white quilt by Carolyn Queisser of Indianapolis, IN was won by Kay Wightman
of Sanibel and Indianapolis, IN. Kay has been a docent at the Village for 10 years.

Carol Gestwicki of Sanibel and Waterford, Maine was the lucky winner of the
Hawaiian quilt, also by Carolyn Queisser

Please Support our Business Partners!

Several of our island businesses responded to our invitation last June to become a Sanibel Historical Museugn
and Village business partner. The roster of local businesses that are supporting the Museum by making a
donation is growing and includes:

Allegra Printing and Imaging (Fort Myers) Bail eyds Packing House |and G
Bank of the Islands Big Red Q Quick Print

Captiva Cruises Casa Ybel Resort

Gulf Breeze Cottages and Motel Island Inn

Island Sun Newspaper John Grey Painting

Lighthouse Café of Sanibel Marlene DonaldsorVIP Realty

SanibelCaptiva Art League Tarpon Bay Explorers

The Cedar Chest Fine Jewelry The Sanctuary Golf Club

West Wind Inn

The Sanibel Historical Museum and Village is a member of the S@aidla Chamber of Commerce.
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SANIBEL HISTORICAL MUSEUM AND VILLAGE, INC.
950 DUNLOP ROAD, SANIBEL, FL 33957
(239) 472 -4648 ~ FAX (239) 472-2277
www.sanibelmuseum.org
2011 BOARD OF DIRECTORS Mission : To Preserve and Share
Alex Werner - President . .
Gayle Pence - Vice -President Sanibel HIStOTy
William Bachman - Treasurer
Janet Halliday - Secretary STAFFE
L7 [ BTy Carol A. Zell - Museum Manager/ Editor of The|[ 6O
Paula Newton M.G. Whitaker - Business Manager
Dorothy Donaldson Mary McLaughlin -  Archivist and Display - Volunteer
Nancy McNeill Paula Newton - Gift Shop Manager - Volunteer
Karl Rodman Karl Rodman - Heritage Garden - Volunteer
At the annual Membersoé6 Meeting in March, t/he
Directors was increased from seven members to nine members. Manfred Strobel went off the Board,
so there were three vacancies to be filled. Museum volunteers, Dorothy Donaldson, Nancy McNelll
and Karl Rodman were each elected to-flmaeterms. Nancy will be helping with Fund Development
Dorothy will be concentrating on Operations and Karl will be developing the Heritage Garden.
-
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SCENES FROM THE
SHELL ISLANDS
GARDEN CLUB
0Designing omeno
Flower Show which
took place in April at
the Sanibel Historical
Museum and Village.
The Flower Show is
held every other year
at the Village with
floral designs being
offered in all seven
historical buildings.
BEST IN SHOW (left)
was awarded to Jeannine
Brinkerhoff for
Party Chapeau. 6

closely and you will see
the false eyelashes on the
model head..a nice touch!



